
Faith United Methodist Church                                 
SixthSunday after Epiphany                         February 16, 2020 

God’s People Gather to Worship at  9:00 am 

   OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Deuteronomy 7:9                                   Page 131, pew Bible 
 

† NEW TESTAMENT READING                             1 Corinthians 13:1-13                                 Page 813, pew Bible 
 

   OFFERTORY  
We can make our appreciation for this place and the nurturing we do tangible with our money and 
our time. 

 

   DOXOLOGY                                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                          Page 95, UMH 
 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Loving God, we respond to you with such love as we have.  Without our heart’s love our most 
generous offering, and even martyrdom, would not make us any better.  We want to be even more 
loving, like Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

† HYMN  292                                            What Wondrous Love Is This 
 

   SERMON                                                      Love Is So Easy To Spell                               Rev. David A. E. Whitt 
 

   SERMON HYMN (SEE INSERT)     They’ll Know We Are Christians (Verses 1-2) 
 

   SHARING OF CONCERNS      We pray and God listens, we pray and God answers.  
 

   PASTORAL PRAYER 
God of love, we are grateful for the love you have shown us in Christ and through other persons, 
for patience with our failings, for kindness in our weak moments, for praise when we have done 
our best, for forgiveness without counting the times, and for those who go with us when the going 
gets rough.  For all gifts of love, and especially that your love for us is stronger than death, we 
thank you.  Amen. 

 

   LORD’S PRAYER (...TRESPASSES) 
 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

   TIME OF JOYS                                                      Loving Pledges 
 

† CLOSING HYMN (SEE INSERT)     They’ll Know We Are Christians (Verses 3-4)  
 

†  BENEDICTION 
As you leave this place for the places of the world, remember, “Then Christ will make his home in 
your hearts as you trust in him.  Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.  
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how 
high, and how deep his love is.  May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 
understand fully.  Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that 
comes from God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19; NLT) 
 

All:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ.  Amen.   
 

† HYMN 666                                                      Shalom to You 
______ 
 †  Please stand if you are able. 

† OPENING PRAYER 
Lord, we come this morning because we know how much we need faith, hope, and love.  We 
understand that love never gives up, and faith, hope, and patience never fail when we truly love.  
Send your Spirit upon us as we worship that love may be rekindled in our lives, and as it burns 
within us may ignite all our actions.  We pray in Jesus’ name. 

 

† GREETING   This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP     
Liturgist Welcome to this place where we can speak like humans and angels!  
People Ah, but we know that if we are not compassionate, we’re like noisy whistles! 

Liturgist Welcome on this winter day to this place where love is part of who we seek to be. 
People We are glad to be here in this sanctuary where love is a divine gift and our human 
 goal. 

Leader For one hour, we feel protected from the world’s synicism and profiteering gaze. 
People But love is not confined to one hour each week! 
Leader Here we are refreshed in spirit so we can be patient and kind, not jealous or 
 conceited.  We lose all desire to be ill-mannered and selfish.  We lose the need to  k e e p 
 a record of others’ wrongs.  We choose to be truthful and happy, never giving up on 
 faith and hope. 
People Love is eternal, a treasure from God, a treasure we carry inside to share with 
 others. 

 

† OPENING HYMN  453                            More Love to Thee, O Christ  
 

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Living God, disappointments and betrayals clutter our minds.  Nasty words and bitterness hamper 
our relationsips.  Belligerent attitudes get in the way of your guidance.  We regret all these 
thoughts and behaviors and we pray for freedom from guilt and shame. 

 

   MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION                      Musical Interlude                                                     Kris Loughley 
 

    ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Friends, hear the Good News!  God’s love lasts forever.  There is no place it cannot reach.  There is 
no age it cannot touch.  Friends, believe the Good News!  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

   PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Loving God, you have so made us that we cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from your mouth.  Give us a hunger for your Word, and in that food, satisfy our daily 
need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


