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God’s People Gather to Worship at 9:00 am 

 them in one, come and save those whom you formed of clay.  Amen. 
Reader 1 & 2  The first candle reminded us of hope.  The second candle reminded us of 
 peace.  The third Advent candle is the candle of joy, the joy of Mary in bearing 
 God’s Son, the joy of God in the giving of God’s own self, the joy in our hearts as 
 we receive the gift once more. 
Reader 1    May the light of hope, peace, and joy burn brightly in our hearts all our days. 
Reader 2    (Use the lighter provided to light a third blue candle.) 

 

   PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 Living God, help us to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that, 
 understanding, we may believe; and believing, we may follow in all faithfulness and 
 obedience; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

   OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Isaiah 35                                      Page 508, pew Bible 
 

† NEW TESTAMENT READING                           Matthew 11:2-11                                    Page 688, pew Bible 
 

   OFFERTORY 
As we prepare for today’s offering, let us reflect on what it means to be people of joy in a 
world that desperately needs it. 

 

   OFFERTORY HYMN  707                                Hymn of Promise 
 

   DOXOLOGY                             Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                        Page 95, UMH 
 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy One, we rejoice with all of creation in the wondrous things you have done, are doing, and 
will do in the world.  We celebrate this day knowing that You are at work providing freedom, 
healing, and wholeness to many through the work we do in this community.  Grant us the 
courage to continue to join you in this work of restoration.  Grant us the boldness to be people 
of joy in the bleakest places.  May we continually rejoice in who you are! 

 

   SERMON                                                 The Winter Roses of Life                           Rev. David A. E. Whitt  
 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

   TIME OF JOYS 

 

† HYMN  206                                I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

† BENEDICTION 
May the beauty of a sleeping baby fill you with wonder, the curiosity of a toddler dance in your 
toes, the anticipation of a lover carry you into tomorrow, the peace of Christ soothe your 
mind, and the joy of the Holy Spirit brighten your whole day and night!  While we are absent 
from this place, know that you are cradled by the living God!  We go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord, in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

† HYMN 666                                                     Shalom to You 

† OPENING PRAYER 
Holy God, we come into your presence with joy and singing today, as we celebrate this 
miraculous season, this season in which our Savior has come to bring us hope, peace and joy.  
How our world has changed since his astounding birth.  For this great gift, we give you praise 
and thanks.  For the gifts that he brings, especially the joy of eternal hope and freedom in you, 
we give you praise and thanks.  Receive now our worship and help us to share this joy with all 
that our paths may cross. 

 

† GREETING   The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVELY)    
Leader If the events of this world make your head hang low,  
People lift up your heads, for the glorious King is coming! 
Leader If the world has ever made you doubt, 
People hold fast to the truth that God is strong and powerful! 
Leader Worship this day with hearts open to receive God’s blessings and righteousness. 
 We worship with gladness! 

 

† OPENING HYMN  211                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Vs. 1-4) 
 

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)  
O Lord, so often we have wanted so strongly to be accepted by the unsaved world around us 
that we have been willing to compromise even the true life You died on the Cross to give us.  
Forgive us, Lord and give us the wisdom to discern good from evil and the strength to follow 
Your will in avoiding sin.  Help us to proclaim the Gospel is true.  In Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Friends, hear the Good News!  The revelaton of God’s grace in Jesus Christ has been preached 
to both Jew and Gentile.  We have experienced God’s favor in Christ our Savior.  Friends, 
believe the Good News!  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

   LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 Leader Will those who will assist us in our observance of Advent, please come forward.  
  Now we continue with the lighting of the candles on the wreath. 
 Reader 1    Today we light the third Advent candle, the candle of joy.  

Reader 2 Let us pray.   

Pastor O dayspring and sun of righteousness, come and enlighten those who sit in 
 darkness and in the shadow of death.  O king of nations, their desire that binds 


