
Faith United Methodist Church                                 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                         February 2, 2020 

God’s People Gather to Worship at  9:00 am 

 

† NEW TESTAMENT READING                      I Corinthians 1:18-21, 26-29                                Page 807, pew Bible 
  

   OFFERTORY  
When we are “joined to Christ” our attitudes are revised and our goals are transformed to live 
bravely for us.  Remind us that sharing our resources is one way we participate in making the 
kingdom of God visible and tangible on this street corner and in various places around the world.   

 

   DOXOLOGY                                 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                             Page 95, UMH 
 

   PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
O God, we do not bring these gifts out of our bounty, but from the first fruits of your blessings to 
us.  Use them, we pray, to bless the lives of others, that they, too, may share in your bountiful love 
and care.  Amen. 

 

   HYMN  338                                                   Where He Leads Me 
 

   SERMON                                                    Joshua, You and Promises                             Rev. David A. E. Whitt 
 

   SUPPLICATIONS:   We pray and God listens, we pray and God answers. 
 

   PASTORAL PRAYER 
Majestic God, we do love the mountains and oceans, the sand and rocks, the water and sky!  We 
marvel at the whole expanding universe!  A part of us wants to think that we human creatures are 
the pinnacle of creation. Yet we are learning that all creatures and earth systems are 
interdependent.  We are learning that with us is a tenacious connection between psyche and body.  
Open our eyes to wholesome development from life in the uterus until we take our last breath.  
Motivate us to cooperate with your healing Spirit.  Mothering God, look with compassion upon the 
pains we bear: debts, disappointments, multi-generational addictions, disabilities, and despair.  Lift 
us beyond our cynicism to personal responsibility, self-discipline, and real hope.  Set us on a path 
of satisfying relationship with your Spirit; empower us to live  as friends of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

   LORD’S PRAYER (...FORGIVE OUR TRESPASSES) 
 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

   TIME OF JOYS 
 

   EUCHARIST 
 

† CLOSING HYMN  64                          Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty  
 

† BENEDICTION 
Go out into the world.  Walk with integrity.   Do only what is right.  Speak the truth with courage. 
And may God reward your mercy with divine mercy.  May Christ Jesus allow you to see God.  And 
may the Holy Spirit lead you into righteousness and peace, and fill you with all the blessings of 
God’s children.  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

† HYMN 666                                                          Shalom to You 

† OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, who led your people out of slavery and guided them as they wandered in the 
wilderness, we pray that we, too, may be freed from slavery to sin.  Lead us as we wander in the 
wilderness seeking that Promised Land where your will is done on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 

 

† GREETING   The peace of Christ  be with you.  And also with you. 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth.   
People May we always speak according to your Word. 
Leader Meditate on it day and night. 
People May we think according to your Word. 
Leader Be careful to do everything in it. 
People May we act according to your Word. 
Leader Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong 
 and courageous.  Do not be terrified, do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
 will be with you wherever you go. 
All: In scripture we have many instructions that make life better and many promises of 
 your care and your power to help us obey. Your Word only complicates life when we’ve 
 failed to heed it.  May we claim your power to change our lives and rest in the 
 assurance that you are with us.  Amen. 

 

† OPENING HYMN  328                          Surely the Presence of the Lord  
 

   PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Father of all, we have wandered and wondered long.  We will no longer wait on Jordan’s banks.  
With your aid we’re stepping forward towards the prize.  Amen. 

 

   ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Friends, hear the Good News!  When anyone is united to Christ, there is a new world.  The old 
order has gone, and a new order has already begun.  Friends, believe the Good News!  In Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven.  Celebrate with God the return of every lost and wandering child who 
returns to the way and to the family of God. 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Loving God, you have so made us that we cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from your mouth.  Give us a hunger for your Word, and in that food, satisfy our daily 
need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

   OLD TESTAMENT READING                               Joshua 1:1-3, 6-9                                      Page 151, pew Bible 


